
A More Light Presbyterian Congregation 

joyfully welcoming people from all 

walks of life, acknowledging the 

differences of race, ethnicity,  sexual 

orientation, gender identity, and 

disabilities. We celebrate all people as 

children of God.   

 

2nd Sunday of Advent  
December 4th, 2022 

Gathering for Worship  

reminds us of God’s 

Holy Breath that 

breathed us to life 

and is an occasion for 

us to share the love of 

God. 
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Hymn 102 : Though 

some hymns 

attributed to Ambrose 

are doubtful, this one 

seems rather surely 

to be by him. Luther’s 

German version 

(commemorated in 

the tune name) 

dropped one syllable 

from each line of the 

Latin text, giving the 

hymn its 

characteristically 

declarative Lutheran 

form.   

God Calls Us to Gather 

Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude           Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus      by Rose Marie Lehmann 

Introit                       

Call To Worship (please stand if able) 

Liturgist: In this season of bumper to bumper stress, with life more crowded 
 than the stores, 

All:  God welcomes us to a feast of faithfulness, where we may sit in 
 peace and gentleness.  

Liturgist: In these times of rancorous rants and snide remarks, with people too 
 busy to offer words of compassion,  

All:  Jesus whispers of hope for broken hearts, sings carols of justice 
 for all the outsiders. 

Liturgist: In these days of more and more time spent with devices, and fewer 
 moments with those who could touch us with joy,  

All:  The Spirit embraces us with peace that comforts, loves us with a 
 passion beyond 140 characters.    

Hymn 102 (please stand if able)                           Savior of the Nations Come 

Lighting of the Advent Candle     Mika & Phyllis McNair 

Mika & Phyllis:  Prepare, get ready the Almighty is coming for our repentance 
  to live righteously for all to bring God’s justice to all 

All:    O God, give your anointed one your justice, O God,  
  and your righteousness to their child. May Your anointed 
  one  will judge  your people with righteousness, and your 
  poor with justice. May  the mountains yield prosperity for 
  the people, and the hills, in righteousness. 
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Mika & Phyllis: May your anointed defend the cause of the poor of the people, 
 give deliverance to the needy, and crush the oppressor. May 
 Our God live while the sun endures, and as long as the moon, 
 throughout all generations. 

All:   The rule of the chosen one will be like rain that falls on the 
 mown grass, like showers that water the earth. In those 
 days may righteousness flourish and peace abound, until 
 the moon is no more. Blessed be our God, the God of  Israel, 
 who alone does wondrous things. Blessed be this 
 glorious name forever; may God’s glory fill the whole earth. 
 Amen and Amen. 

Lighting the candle of hope. 

Unison Prayer:  O God, you call us to repent of our ways so we can live our 
lives with your commandments.  You call us repent so we can live lives of 
peace and joy.  May we flourish in your ways so that we can help our 
neighbors find that same peace and joy we have in You.  Amen. 

Journey of Reconciliation and Healing  
Call To Reconciliation 

Prayer of Reconciliation 

God of the wolf and the lamb, God of the goat and the leopard, we gather here 
to worship you—you who bring enemies together, you who combine earth and 
heaven, you who know nothing of impossibility. Expand our hopes and our 
imaginations so that new dreams of peace and unity might arise. May the 
hearing of your word, the singing of sacred songs, and the blessing of this 
community awaken us anew to your presence. With hope, peace, joy, and love 
we pray. Amen. 

Moment of Silence  

Sung Response                                 (sing twice) 

Words of Reconciliation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



God’s Written and Spoken Word 
Prayer of Illumination 

Reading of Scripture                                                                         Isaiah 11:1-11 

Then a shoot will sprout from the stump of Jesse; from Jesse’s roots, a branch will 
blossom.  The Spirit of YHWH will rest on you – a spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, a spirit of counsel and strength, a spirit of knowledge and reverence 
for YHWH.  You will delight in obeying YHWH, and you won’t judge by appearances, 
or make decisions by hearsay.  You will treat poor people with fairness and will 
uphold the rights of the land’s downtrodden.  With a single word you will strike down 
tyrants; with your decrees you will execute evil people.  Justice will be the belt 
around this your waist – faithfulness will gird you up.  Then the wolf will dwell with 
the lamb, and the leopard will lie down with the young goat; the calf and the lion cub 
will graze together, and a little child will lead them.  The cow will feed with the bear; 
their young will lie down together.  The lion will eat hay like the ox. The baby will 
play next to the den of the cobra, and the toddler will dance over the viper’s nest.  
There will be no harm, no destruction anywhere in my holy mountain; for as water 
fills the sea, so the land will be filled with knowledge of YHWH.  On that Day, the 
root of Jesse will serve as a symbol to the peoples of the world—nations will flock to 
you, and your home will be a place of honor.  On that Day, YHWH will once more 
raise a hand to recover the remnant of what is left of the people, and gather them 
back from Assyria, Egypt, Pathros, Ethiopia, Elam, Shinar, Hamath, and the islands 
of the sea.   

Small Talk                        

Anthem                   Gift of Finest Wheat                                 Robert Krevtz               

                 Text Hymn 521                 ST. 1,3,5                 Refrains Congregation Sings  

Reading of Scripture                                   Matthew 3:1-12 

At this time John the Baptizer appeared in the desert of Judea, proclaiming, 
“Change your hearts and minds, for the reign of heaven is about to break in upon 
you!”  It was John that the prophet Isaiah described when he said, “A herald’s voice 
cries in the desert: ‘Prepare the way of our God, make straight the paths of God!’” 
John was clothed in a garment of camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his 
waist. Grasshoppers and wild honey were his food. At that time, Jerusalem, all 
Judea and the whole region around the Jordan were going out for him.  John 
baptized them in the Jordan River as they confessed their sins.  When he saw that 
many of the Pharisees and Sadducees were coming to be baptized, John said to 
them, “You pack of snakes!  Who told you to flee from the coming wrath?  Give 
some evidence that you mean to reform!  And don’t pride yourselves on the claim, 
‘Sarah and Abraham are our parents.’ I tell you, God can raise children for Sarah 
and Abraham from these very stones!  “Even now the ax is laid to the root of the 
tree.  Every tree that is not fruitful will be cut down and thrown into the fire.  I will 
baptize you in the water if you have a change of heart, but the One who will follow 
me is more powerful than I.  I’m not fit even to untie the sandals of the Coming One! 
That One will baptize you in the Holy Spirit and fire, whose winnowing-fan will clear 
the threshing floor.  The grain will be gathered into the barn, but the chaff will be 
burned in unquenchable fire.”                                                                  

Sermon                                The Silence is Shattered       Rev. Dr. Deborah Brincivalli                                     

Come For All Is Ready 
Hymn 536 (please stand if able)                  Rise, O Church, Like Christ Arisen  

Welcome to the Table 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Litany at the 

Table:  written 

by Claudio 

Carvalhaes; 

Liturgies from 

Below/462 Acts 

of Worship, 

p125-126  

 

 

Hymn  536: 

The second line 

of the first 

stanza shows 

that this hymn is 

meant for use in 

the context of 

the Lord’s 

Supper, but the 

last stanza 

further clarifies 

its special 

purpose as a 

sending hymn 

celebrating the 

values guiding 

the work of the 

church in the 

world: service, 

courage, mercy.  



Clerk of Session – Betsy Phillips 

President of the Board of Trustees –   

         Barbara Bennet 

Director of Music – Bob Helsabeck 

Pianist – Heera Ghorashi 

Office Coordinator – Alison Walter 
   

2116 Ocean Heights Avenue 

Egg Harbor Township, NJ 08234 

609.788.0271 www.ohchurch.org 

office@ohchurch.org         
Hours:      Tuesday-Thursday     8am-3pm 

 

Ministers: The Entire Congregation 

 

Session 

Class of 2023 

David Prescott 
Lorene Gilman 
Barbara Bennet 

 

Class of 2024 
Art Farnum 

Betsy Phillips 
Carol Petters 

 
Class of 2025 

Sharon Eaton 
Glenn Losch 
Dianna Lease 

Dec 11th  

Larry Jones will be presenting a class after worship. The subject of his class is "Humor in the Bible”. Join in 

the experience! Let's explore the divine comedy! Come examine passages that were meant to make folks 

smile! You may ask why are elements of humor included in serious, even tragic passages? You will be 

surprised at what can be found! 

            MONTH AT A GLANCE 

12/2  Family Tree Decorating & Dinner 

12/4      Worship and Communion 

12/7  Session Meeting 

12/11  Worship & Adult Ed 

12/11  Angel Tree Gifts Due In 

12/18    Worship & Cookie Walk 

12/24  Christmas Eve Service 7PM 

12/25  Christmas Day 

Welcome to the Table 

Litany at the Table  

Pastor:  Give us, God of the earth and of the wheat fields, our daily bread.  

All:  That bread that does not belong to us, that bread is your and is  

 generous, bread to share,  

Pastor:  Bread that becomes blessed when it reaches each person, when is 
 satisfies hunger and solitude, when it is not hoarded or hidden.  

All:  But do not give us only bread, give us the dignity that we are denied 
 in this world of ours 

Pastor:  where walls and wars and the cracks of ambitions exclude, marginalize, 
 condemn, expel, kill.  

All:  Give us tables where we can meet to celebrate our human 
 diversities.  

Pastor:  Give us the ability to embrace, to look kindly, give us outstretched hands 
 and sensitive hearts, commitment to the fullness of life.  

All:   Give us words that encourage, actions that include gestures that 
 bring hope, 

Pastor:  songs that draw mornings or fresh bread that is tender and just and of 

 glasses overflowing with the wine of equity.  

Words of Institution 

Sharing of the Bread and Cup 

Singing Alleluia  

Sharing the Peace of Christ 

Responding to Gods Word 

Hymn 163 (please stand if able)    Wild and Lone the Prophet’s Voice 

Benediction 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hymn 163: While 

all four gospels 

identify John the 

Baptist with the 

prophecy of Isaiah 

40:3, this text (well 

set to a vigorous 

Welsh tune) draws 

on the report of his 

preaching in Mat-

thew 3:1–12. The 

final lines recall that 

he was the first to 

name Jesus “the 

Lamb of God” (John 

1:29, 36). .  
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